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About our year

It’s been an extraordinary and eventful year at
Transmission Ministry Collective, as we moved
through a leadership transition, connected
our community in new ways, and planted
seeds for our next season of growth!

One of the exciting developments of 2023 was
the opportunities our community found to
gather in person for the first time. At our first
ever series of Summer Meetups, trans and
gender-expansive community members
came together in eight cities across the US,
sharing space and conversation. We’re
grateful to those of you who joined us at one
of these meetups, and looking forward to
continuing to connect in person in the future!

Also this summer, we held our first large scale
in-person event, an Evening of Trans
Storytelling at Spirit Garage Church in
Minneapolis, MN. You can read more about
this Spirit-filled and life-giving event later in
this report!

Our virtual community also found new ways to
strengthen connection over the course of
2023. In January, we held our first Partners of
Trans People Sessions, a four week journey
creating space for partners and spouses of
trans and gender-expansive folks to learn,
process, and find support. We offered another
series of these sessions in the fall, and will be
continuing to make this a regular part of our
programming.

We also held our first ever TMC worship
services, organized and led by volunteers
from the community! These included services
for Pride Month and Christmas, with prayer,
preaching, music, and reflection. We’re
grateful for the ways our identity as a
collective continues to be expressed through
new ideas and programs proposed and
implemented directly by community
members.

Another addition for TMC in 2023 was a library
of resources in response to anti-trans
legislation in the US. The library is organized
by state and includes categories for
legislation tracking, “know your rights”
information and trainings, legal services,
guides in response to individual pieces of
legislation, and mutual aid funds related to
trans-affirming healthcare. As trans folks
continue to face attacks on our rights, safety,
healthcare access, and more in the US and
beyond, we’re committed to helping our
community access support and stand
together in solidarity and action.

The most significant event for the TMC
community in 2023 was our leadership
transition! We bid a grateful farewell to TMC
founder Austen Hartke as he reached the end
of his planned term as Executive Director.
Micah Melody Taberner, who has been with
TMC since the beginning, stepped into a new
role as Co-Executive Director of Community
Engagement, and we welcomed Miche van
Essen as Co-Executive Director of Operations.

As we move ahead into this next chapter of
TMC, we look forward to continued growth,
including plans to build out a more robust
partnership and training program for
churches. Thank you for being part of our
vision of healing, spiritual connection, and
liberation for trans and gender-expansive
people and our communities!

Miche and Micah Melody at the QCF conference 



Highlights

Leadership Transition

Conferences

Support Groups

WorshipStorytelling Event

Summer Meetups

Miche joined the team in
November and TMC

transitioned to a co-director
leadership model

We held 182 support groups
over the course of the year!

TMC had a visible presence at
multiple conferences, including

Evolving Faith

TMC volunteers led virtual
community worship services,

including ones for Pride Month
and Christmas

We held our first ever in-
person meetups in 8 cities

across the US

“I felt like I was essentially wandering through the wilderness. This is when I found TMC.
TMC has been there for me over the past two years as I have navigated transitioning and
sharing my identity with friends and family. TMC is still very important, both for me and

for people in other parts of the country who are facing even greater hate than I am.”
Jamie, TMC community member

Leadership Cohort
Graduation

We celebrated the impact of
two cohort members in our

first annual graduation

Partners of Trans People
Sessions

We partnered with Love in the
Face to offer a new support

program for trans loved ones

We held our first Evening of
Trans Storytelling, an in-person

community building and
fundraising event

Micah Melody and Austen with Mitch Leet (center) from Room for All
at a meeting of queer and trans faith leaders

https://www.loveintheface.com/
https://www.loveintheface.com/


An Evening of
Storytelling

For the first time in 2023, Transmission
Ministry Collective gathered in-person
for an Evening of Trans Storytelling. The
event was presented in partnership with
Spirit Garage, and was held in their
worship space in Minneapolis, MN. 

Five trans and gender-expansive speakers
shared their stories of gender and faith with
an audience of around 60 guests in person
and another 30 tuning in to the livestream
online. Among the speakers was MN State
Representative Leigh Finke, the first
transgender lawmaker in the state and the
author of the Minnesota Trans Refuge Bill.

The five storytellers shared from a wide range
of experiences, backgrounds, and faith
traditions, and their stories included the grief
of abuse and rejection in Christian spaces, the
complexities of gender discovery, and the joy
of finding new forms of community and
spiritual connection.

“Because of my transness, I am able to
imagine the Divine with a new perspective,
month by month, year by year, as I’m
changing and transitioning,” said Revalon
Wesson. “I offer another view of what it means
to reflect the image of God in my community.”

“The Kin-dom of God that God is ushering into
the world is also for me. It is not just God’s
dream for everyone else to live in, but I am
part of God’s vision for Shalom and all things
in creation being in right relationship with
each other,” said Sorrell Virginia Hester.
“Accepting and living into being nonbinary
has allowed me to be more comfortable in my
skin…and the more I claim myself, the more
I’m able to be present in the joys, troubles, and
self-discovery of other people.”

Attendees at the Evening of Trans Storytelling at Spirit Garage

L to R: Revalon Wesson, Sorrell Virginia Hester, Nora Elliott, Leigh
Finke, Conrad Larson, Austen Hartke 

An attendee with TMC staff member Peter Clare

Rep. Leigh Finke speaks at the event



 “It’s imperative that we create a community
that ensures survival. We need an
environment where trans Christians can step
into a church and feel welcome,” said Revalon
Wesson.

As attendees reflected on what they had
heard, they were invited to contribute to a
community art project, using words and
images to express how their faith had been
impacted by what the storytellers had shared.

The event was unique in its local focus. All five
speakers were from the Twin Cities area,
which meant that connections made
between those present could lay the
groundwork for deeper relationship and
community-building.

In addition to the opportunity for listening,
connection, and community, the evening also
served as a fundraiser for TMC. It included a
silent auction of donated items and services
from community partners including Brake
Bread, Arrayed Apparel, Moon Palace Books,
and Asa’s Bakery. In total, the evening raised
$4,857 toward TMC’s programs.

“My experience of God growing up was a
battle between the still quiet center and what
the powers of the world were forcing me to
believe about God,” said Pastor Nora Elliott. 
“I find hope in moments like these right here…
public displays of witness to a different form
of Christianity, one that is authentic to the
scriptures and the ministry of Christ, one that
blesses the spectrum of existence.”

Representative Finke shared that she no
longer identifies as Christian, and reflected on
her early experiences with Christian
community, inviting the audience to sit with
difficult questions about the harm done to
queer and trans people by the church. She
shared that, after giving her life to Jesus as a
teenager, she found it difficult to connect with
her authentic self.

“I said that I would give up my life. It was the
first time I dedicated my life to Jesus…After
that night, I was in the closet and the door was
locked. It would be twelve years from that
moment before I finally had the courage to
leave the church, a necessary step for my
survival. It was twenty years from that
moment before I finally accepted who I was,”
said Finke. 

Storytellers also called attendees to enter
more deeply into solidarity with their gender-
expansive siblings and to work towards faith
communities that offer safety and healing to
all.

“In all this, when I reflect on it, in every single
step of the way, even when I was trying to be
someone I wasn’t, God was there telling me
He loved me. Every single step of the way,”
said Conrad Larson.

“And it’s so important for churches to also say
that…You belong. No one can take that away
from you.”

 “If there are trans kids who can look at me or any of
the speakers tonight and say ‘wow, I didn’t know I

didn’t have to choose between my faith and
myself,’ that makes such a difference. We need

affirming theology, and there are trans Christians
here who can tell you what that looks like, feels like,

and the positive consequences it has.”
Revalon WessonRevalon Wesson speaks at the event



Financials

Individual donations - $60,871.23
Grants - $27,431.00

Sales - $2,996.06
Corporate Matching - $2,176.31

Programs - $1,585.43

TOTAL INCOME: $95,060.03
NET INCOME: $14,051.82

2023 INCOME



2023 EXPENSES

Wages - $65,377.00
Payroll Taxes - $6,283.88

IT & Equipment - $3,600.80
Conferences - $2,358.66

Operating Expenses - $1,926.27
Contracted Services - $1,197.77

Marketing - $263.83

TOTAL EXPENSES: $81,008.21

Financials



Staff

2023 Board

2023 Volunteers
Aaron
Aaron
Abby
Aileta

Amarie

Hana
Jamie
Joelle

Katelyn
Katie

Samantha
Sophia
Sydney

Terra
Toni

Wing

Andi
Anita
Brian

Caralynn
Cullen

Kire
Levi

Maxwell
Rishi

Robyn

2023 Leadership Cohort Graduates
Terra, Sydney, Sam, Wing, Andi

Miche van Essen
Director of Operations

Micah Melody Taberner
Director of Community
Engagement

Peter Clare
Development & 
Communications

Leo Sayij Allen Laura Bethany Buchleiter Nora Huxtable

Emmy Kegler Myles Markham Kai Ngu


